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it ? Hence the Church becomes established, not by individuals,
but by the nation. The first State Church in these islands was
established by Ethelbert King of Kent. Long afterwards Magna
Charta acknowledged the Church of England as free; but such
freedom did not then, and does not now, seem to her incompa-
tible with connection with the State. The Church of England is,
indeed, strong enough to take care of herself without the State
connection; but a disunion between the two is deprecated by her,
as a far greater calamity to the State than to herself. The connec-
tion involves no breach of charity, no lack of fairness to other
religious bodies who aie endeavouring to promote the knowledge
of the same truth; and even if it be an error to maintain that
there should be union between Church and State, it seems to her
a very harmless and a very pardonable one.

HISTORY OF  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH.

He would next refer to the historical facts by which the Church
of England justifies her position.

In point of time, the leading date for the Church of England
is A.D. 600. Just at that time two events happened concern-
ing persons of first-rate importance. They were the death of
St. Cjjlumba in tr^e Nor^h of this country, and the arrival of
St. Augustine in the South. Our heathen ancestors had just
settled down in Britain, and found themselves placed between
Christian Ireland on the one side, and Christian France on the
other. Missionaries came both from North and South; and they
Christianized and civilized us. lona, lying off Scotland, and Thanet
off Kent, were the two centres whence Christianity issued and
converted our wild ancestors. Columba had settled in lona;
Augustine in Thanet. Ere long Theodore Archbishop of Canterbury
merged all the dissociated congregations in the kingdom into unity.
Thus one hundred and fifty-four years before any Kingdom of
England was established, the Church of England was established.
There were three great necessities which then were receiving
attention: (1) that of civilizing and elevating the warlike tribes of
the country; (2) of bringing the soil under cultivation, draining
the marshes, etc.; (3) of obtaining security by consolidating the
nation. Now all these inestimable benefits were conferred upon
our people, in a great measure, by the Church. Her priests went
up and down the country and were at that time in friendly con-
nection with the Church of Eome, then a great benefactor to this
land. Since that time there have been two great crises in the
history of our Church. The first, in the days of William the
Norman, was the Eeformation of the Church on the Continental